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BD Statement on Voluntary Recall of BD Vacutainer® Fluoride Tubes  
for Blood Alcohol Determinations 

 
Ensuring the safety and quality of our products is our top priority at BD. As part of this commitment to 
quality, BD recently issued a voluntary recall for one lot of BD Vacutainer® Fluoride Tubes for Blood 
Alcohol Determinations because a small portion of the lot was confirmed to have no additive within the 
tube. BD determined that this issue only impacts 300 tubes within the lot and has recovered 199 of 
those tubes. The manufacturing issue, identified as the root cause, was immediately corrected. 
 
Any tube without additive should be detected when the clinician conducts a visual inspection of the tube 
prior to blood collection as per good clinical practice. Additionally, if blood is collected in a tube with no 
additive, the sample may clot and should be rejected and recollected as per good clinical practice. 
 
Based on publicly available scientific literature, in cases where a sample is processed without the 
additive in the tube, testing has yielded reliable results if the samples were stored at room temperature 
for no longer than two days. If the sample was stored for more than two days, the result for blood 
alcohol determination might not be accurate (either falsely low or falsely high).1 
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About BD 
BD is one of the largest global medical technology companies in the world and is advancing the world of 
health by improving medical discovery, diagnostics and the delivery of care. The company supports the 
heroes on the frontlines of health care by developing innovative technology, services and solutions that 
help advance both clinical therapy for patients and clinical process for health care providers. BD and its 
65,000 employees have a passion and commitment to help enhance the safety and efficiency of 
clinicians' care delivery process, enable laboratory scientists to accurately detect disease and advance 
researchers' capabilities to develop the next generation of diagnostics and therapeutics. BD has a 
presence in virtually every country and partners with organizations around the world to address some 
of the most challenging global health issues. By working in close collaboration with customers, BD can 
help enhance outcomes, lower costs, increase efficiencies, improve safety and expand access to health 
care. For more information on BD, please visit bd.com.  
 

                                                 
1 Wu, A. H. (2006). Tietz clinical guide to laboratory tests. St. Louis, MO: Saunders/Elsevier. Section IV- Therapeutic Drugs and 
Drugs of Abuse pg 1345 


